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Top yield from an ancient seed

Banana tree fibre
is bearing fruit for
an innovative

Adelaide-based stock exchange-listed
company Papyrus Australia, Azer is
helping to save the forests in a different
way through the use of revolutionary
technology he has devetoped and
patented to turn the trunks of banana

of raw fibre material.

“Thebanana tree trunk was perfect,”
he says. “The growers harvest them
every six months to a year and there
are huge amounts of it: very tong,
beautiful white fibre that no one was

Australian firm palms inlo veneers, fibreboards and using for anything else.”
”“?t‘l'lll'ﬂdllds- _ Commercialising the processing
“Idiscovered thatil youwant tosave technology was relatively easy, as was
TONY KAYE the forests you need tounderstand why selling the concepl to banana plan-

RAMY Azer readily admits that heis a
tree hugger from way back, and when
he was “younger and more [oolish” he
used to chain himself to trees in an
altempl to save forests from being
cut down,

people cut them down and you have to
provide them with a viable alternative,”
says the Egyptian-born engineer.
“Change comes through science, tech-
nology, hard work and sotutions.”
After completing his engineering
degree, Azer came up with the idea of

lation owners and potential customers.
The hard part was adapting the tech-
nology lo existing processes in the ba-
nana growing industry.

“Any technology like oursis not just
acore machine. It's an industry that we
we're trying to create where no indus-

It was words of wisdom [rom his mechanising ancient Egyptian try existed, so we needed to integrate
grandmother, however, that one can- papyrus-making technology for com-  the harvesting and transport and tech-
not save a whole forest by chaining mercial purposes. nology inside an existing industry, the

themselves Lo a single tree, that helped
shape Azer's attitude to environmental
sustainability and undoubledly led him
along his current business path.

Now managing director of

[ 1994 he established Papyrus Aus-
tralia to develop machines that could
produce papyrus, and then sought out
environmentally sustainable sources

fruit-producing industry.”
Papyrus listed in 2004, raising a






